EXHIBITS OF JOINT COMMITTEE 2749

EXHIBIT NO. 124

SECRET

Fram: Tashingten (Nemurs)
Tos Tokye

Mugust 18, 1941

Purple (CA)

708 (Part 1 of &)

At half past four the aftsrneem of the 18th, I had a private
and seoret interview vn‘.h the President (the Sseretary of State was presemt).
The President, opcn.l..ng hie remarks by saying that he had spent some few
days enjoying life at eea, remarked that sailing was fine, and little feog
had been encountered to mar the pleasure of the voyage. e wemt om to eay
that he sailed om his yacht, trsnsferred to a warship, and then kept & ren-
desvous at a point off tha Maine ocust. Then, speaking as though there
were nany advocates of war, he took up the dueiness of the interview and,
holding notes in his hand, he said, "The Seeretary of otato, you, aad I are
continuingz our efforts to bring about peace in the Peoifie, but no cne alse
18" I said, "There are many amonz the third powers who desire war in the .
Pacifio.” Hs affirmed this, and continued by saying, "The United States,
Britain, and oprobably the Seviet too, hope for pesos in the Facific. Put

thers are not many others who desire it,”

ARMY SECRET

Trans. 8/20/41 (1)
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SECRET

From: Washington (Nowsrs)
To: Tokyo
August 18, 1941.
Parple (CA)
#709.

(Part 2 of 5)

After jeking about "our Gerssn friend” who maintains no warshipe
in the Pueific, the Presideat said, "Neither you, the Seeretary of State,
nor I, have coms up throwgh the diplematic ranks and, therefore, do not eb-
serve diplomstic eynveatiens. What we have here i3 net in the form ef &
diplomatic document, nor 1s it in the form of an aide meomeire but 1is merely
what we want to say." ihﬂ:u said this, he read in a clsar-eut, spirited
mezner the materisl which I ineerperated into my #707" and thea seid, °I
have no desire to put these things in writing.” th.huu“tobtotén
opinion that it should be expressed in writing.

Bearing in mind your instrwstions

21231 Trans. 8-20=41 (1)
ARMY SECRET :
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SECRET

From: l.-h.n;;ton (¥omura )

Tos Tokyo
August 18, 1941

Purple (Y0)
$709 (Part S of §")

I expressed myself on the following points:

ITsd = The Jrpanase Government is sincere in its desire t¢ bring
about an adjustment of Japan-Amerioan diplomatio relatiacas.

IT.M = The Jepanssy Government would like to be advised as te
the pouibnity.ot arranging an interview with Prince KONO:.

IT2! = The Japanews Government would like to be sdvised es to the
possibility of informml conversations being realised in the near future
along lines of oonversatioms of the past few months.

' ITkd = The Japanees Government, having already expressed ite
vurious opinions with regard to the French Indo-China gquestion to the
Seoretary of State, feels thet no additional expleanatione are neceseary.

IT:¥ = The anmon.Ocvor-ont wishes to sdvise that Prince
KONO= 18 vu'u.u for an exchange of opinious mlong general lines from the
viewpoint of world peace.

ITEM ~ The .Jupnnon Government has every expectatiom that the
finest statesmanship will be exersised by the United States Government.
The Japenese Govermment will reociprocate in like manner.

I went on to says "he have every confidence in your exemplary
stetesmanship and y.our ability to settle -tton.". The Fresident listened
closely to my remarks. (lolding the Memoire outlined in my y708° in hie
hand, he saids “"Geogrephically spesking, it is impossible for me to go to

) Bon i, Page 1

SECRET

)
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Henslulu. I am net permitted to travel in an airplane.”

a - For part 4 see S5.1.5, 221176
B « Bot available,
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SECRET
From: Washington
To: Tokyeo
A“-t 18, 19‘1'
Purple. (CA) Urgent.
#7109, (Part 4 of 5)°

The President said: “"The Japaness Prims Minister has
(never?) been either to (this city?) mor to Seattls., Hew sbout Juneau?
(It seens to me that he was once in Alaska (visiting?) Sit.hb, though
I an not sure.) Hew many days would it take from Japan?*

I replied: "About ten days. I “elieve."

"How about the middle of ( 2?2 )7

I replied: "I think it would be all right up until about
that time.* -

Then he eontinued by saying: “For these reasons I have
made & few changss in this paper.” iHe then explained that it is merely
for geographical reasons that he had stricken out the word "President"
from the original text in which it was statad that the President himself
would be present, sad he read the paper te me. e added the remark: "It
is net that I welcoms the ‘elosed door' such us we have today, but, since
we bave been forved to it by Japan's setions, thers is only ene country
that ean open the deor. This time it's Japan's turn." FHe changed his
subjest to that of Frensh Inde China, stating that an official represent-
ing the Secretary ef 3tate was —————,

a-Parts 1, 2, 3, and § of 5 are not available.
b - Ddetrict, Alaska, ¥, Coast of Baronef Islamd.

21178 SLUREI Trens. 81941 (3) :

79716 O—46—pt. 17——21
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SECRET

Froms; Yashington
Tos Tokyo
August 18, 1941
Purple (CA)
709 (Part & of &)

The r‘rol“icut from beginning to end maintained an exe
tremely taotful attitude snd received me with kindness. (I got the im-
pression that he was undoubtedly thrilled at the reception given by the
British people to the joint British~Amerioan peace terms whioh he had
sucoseded in petting from CHURCAILL in his conversations with hin during
the past few days. (Unlike the independent declaration by the /imerioan
Govermment in ¥Wilson's Fourteen Points, this tims, because of the in-
sistence of the United Ctates, joint peace terms by Lngland and Amerioce
were nohtﬂ;d.) In addition, eome 14 or 15 daye of life at sea,  whioch
he likes s0 well, have left him in the best of spirits,) rurthermore,
the Seoretary of State when wa parted asked me to call any time that I so
desired, The China question, beins a separate prodlem, waz not referred
to at all in our conversations today.

Puring the course of our conversations, the Fresident
osauslly mentioned by name rostmaster Gemeral WALEIR as beiny ardenily

endeavoring to bring about Japanese- merican good will and, with rezard

" to the early realifation of the sugrested interview, {(t seems that he had

spoken in ite favor,
With regard to our conversstions of this day, I shell make

s full report of my humble opinions seperately, .

SECRET Trans. 8/20/41 (1)
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Fronm: washin, ton (l.omura).
fEO L 4e Tokyo.

19 ‘a:ust 1941

{lPurple)

¢719 (in 2 parts, complete).

The fact that upon hils return to the
capital on Sunday, the Prosidont wished to see me befrore sny other
person, with the exception of the secretary or utate witn whom
h2 tilked for saverul hours, clearly indicutes tie psraveness with
whic: he views Japanese-U.U. rplutions. It is appsreant thut the
note contcined in ry meseaye 707" was prepared in advance of
the Yresident's return. I have elrwsady reported tnst wnils read-
in« the note, the :sresident Interrupted himself on several occas-
iorns to r.ake . inor und mujor comm:ts thereon.

Th notes with I relayed to you us ny
ressage 708", on the otner hund, seemed tc co:tain much tLhst
was th: rresident's own attitude anu opinion. »srom tnst, it seems
ag 1t tue rrusideat was laclined to be in fuvor of our :roposul on
certsin caaditions.

«Jd0.ev:r, waen I ssla tial tne atter
deponded entirely on the Presicent's stutesuanship, nw raeplied
that the United Jtates was not in favor of the "closed Jdoor" end
tne v Lt was Jansn's turn to fifure out veys and .esuas of opening

it,

+“ne impression I sot throughout ny
telks with him wes tnut he harbored other decires. Thore is no
roon. for doubt, hovever, tuet the Yresidenv liopes t.aut natters will
t ke a turn t7or t:ae better.

According to rec:nt cawments in the
newspupers, the rresident 1s fearful o' the dangers of the United
intes beln. drawn into a war in the Far East. Apparently, he be-
lioves th~' thore la u 50-50 chanmce thut Jepaun will attempt further

aggression.

It is true th:t by our proposin_ thet
tclks be held between tho leaders of the two countries, th: at-
titude of thy U... Governmont hss been considerably cused, ..ow-
ever, it is of tho utmort limportaunce thot this natter be xept
strictly socret for 1f it snould once lonk out, attempts will be
mpde t'ron every oirasclticn to destroy the project. I feel above
ull slse tiet 1L Lis cssentlel that n strict secrecy be maintained
in Jupua, s8lseo. ‘

‘i@, too, are . ving this matter our
curaful utto.tion and study, wnd should we stumble on 1o zome pood

"5D-1: Py {continued) () lavy Truns. 8=22<41 (2)
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1deas, we shall report them to you for whatever value they may have.

’
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SECRET

From: Jashington (Nowura)
To: , Tokyo

August 20, lygi.

Purple. (LA)

722,

(Fart 1 of 2)

During my conversation with a member of the Cabinrct, he re-
marked, Yina President has a brosd-minded view of the world and {s not anti-
Ja~anese. In'nia »aet spaeches and in hiz recent statament he has never re-
ferred to Japan. As soon as he returmsd to “ashington he had the Secretary
of “tate tuke up the question of the proposed Ja anese-imerican conferencs
and replied %o yocu. Tids ie an unprecsdented thing and it ssems that Japan
spould reciprocate in a like manner.” S50 I replied by sa ing that 1t was
with & satrong resolution that the Japansse Jovernment had some thus far in deal-
ing with this question; whersupon the Cabinet member replied, "It is equally
trus in the case of the President. Above cll, sven if there is 1o real justi-

fication for it, the sountry is replete with anti-Japanese sentiment.*

S0t 2 Trans, 8-21-41 (7)

ARMY SECRET
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SLCRLI

sromi us i ton { aruras,
G uKy 0

v ust JU, L)

Curple (<A,

(23 (sarL 2 of ¢,

nie whier the at..osyiwre lu .on ress is _ust a8 Lw¢, 11

IR j%er 1;aks vut there is 1o voudl that a stron , oppositlor will be
mece, ut if the oonference suoceods and as & result pesce isc nuinteined
in the Facitic, the peocple will for the first time --e== -----, vince
I mysell had endeuvired in the same direction, the success would make
pe fewl that life ioc worth living, Inwssuch as there is nc way of tell-
in, whether the Fresident 411 continue to teke¢ such an opon-hesrted °

attitude in the future, I earnestly wish that a way could be found to

sucossafully settle this question.”

21774
ARMY SECRET Trans. 8/21/41 (7)

AP
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SECRET

From: Washington (Nemurs)
Tos Tokyo
August 20, 1941
Purpls (CA) (Urgent)
#723. Part 1 of 2. .

It seems that the President believes that he
could meet with Premier ¥ONOTE depending on circumstances
(my #722%). It is pot hard to imagine that he is wlso of the
opinion that he would like %o take this matter out of the
hands of the authorities and settle it himself decsuse of the
general situation. It may be said that the President had mede
this proposal o0 that he could make his last political stroke
at this moment when Japanese-American feelings are at their
worsd. It ia well for Japan to respond in a like genercus
spirit to this move on the part of the President. It would be
well also to leave the decisions of the oconcrste points until
some future date ~ = « = = = « = « and show that there is nothing
that would conflict with - - i- - = and I think it is imperative
that we thus bring cbgut the resumption of the informal negotiations
whioh have been disrupted.

From this standpoint, I a=m submitting a proposal
we have drewn up (~ - = #724%). There may be points in it that
need %o be dealt with more in detail. Should I trink of any

pointa that should be added I will wire them later., Thias

Page 1

ot SECRLT b
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proposal gives due respect to the policy proposed by the Unitad

States Coverrmment,

a - See 5.I.5. #21273 and #21274.

b ~ See S.I1.5. #1350 to #2356 inclusive ~ text of Nowura's
proposal .

Trans. 8/25/41 (X) -

SECRET
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SECREI

From: Washington (Nowmura)
Tos Tokyo

August 20, 1941

Purple (CA) (Urgent)

#7123, Part 2 of 2.

It explaina the imsmutabdble policy of our government
based on the important statements by Prime Minister YONOYZ and
Ministers HIRANUMA, ARITA and MATSUOKA and attempts to correot
misunderstandings regarding this policy. I believe that since
it is limited to those points included in the American proposal,
it would be accepted as z sufficient statement and is within the
possibility of the United States giving 4t careful consideration.
Of course, it iz not wise to refar to thosa points which the
President had not taken up, This is only s convenient method for
cpening Japanses-Amsrican negotistions and is not of s nature that
eould be proclaimed to the world as Japan's national policy.

I would like to have this proposal considered by
the Foreign Office bearing in mind the peints I have mentioned
sbove. If the Japsness Government is determined to adjust
Japansse-Ameriean relations, this is the time. Iosing this
opportunity, there will be ne other that we can take. If the
mosting is to take place abeut the middle of September, as the
President has suggested, there is lsft for preliminary negotistions
lees than -o months, in fact a little more than = month. Besides,
if the mesting is really to taks place, it would be necessary to

Pags 1
SECRET

"t4]1q
-

2761
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SLCRET

have & ship resdy and to selsct those who will sccompany the
psrt,. For these reasons I urge that you decide on thias
matter quickly.
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SECRET

From: rnashington (Yomura)
Tos Tokyo
auTust 20, 1941,
"urpla. ("nglish text,
» 724 « (frart 1 of 7)

To He haniled in overnment .ode.

Swrictly ¢ nfidential.

aference i2 nais to the communication o-nveyed, on Au-uct 17th,
1541, to the Japaneze smbassador by the ecretary of tate and the “regident
of t.e ynited tates.

iie overnmont 5 wie .nited . tivee Bontion: ~rrtaln cir:ustaﬁcec
& @ Wdsuwres ¢ nsldered as inisical L. 1 pe ceful se’vlevant ') Ue Pacific
«l'8d., in an wtooschere of world crisis an. intern tioral ~o'ecion, 14 is dif-
hiealt W ascertain whether an svent .s 2 cause or & conseguence,

N\

Accordingly, not unlixe the press in Japan, wuch nesas i edi tor-
{a. coment . the Mited tates has forecasted the “e-:i7%) -awmng S Jaras ha
tie sutzume of wmerican- ritish .mltcy in QLo ear ast. L P TALe . nelifdcae
tlons have been made by the press o indicate .~ , wit) t . assirtuqce of
ugsia, Japan would be deprived of natural raacurcon i o \e’r:..-wu: n e st
asia reglon. Lkeanwhile, the Jrited Jtates had ta en 2er . wasures » ich cwld
ve intervreted in Jepan a&s indicative of a coutinuing mrienlly pre sure at

wariance with our then current arxiciaule ¢anversalio s.

SECRET Trens, =22-41 (2)
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SECRET

From: .wstdngton (Nomura)
Tea Tok o

ruoust <, lv4l.

suwrple. { aglish text)

2 TR s (Part 2 of 7)

The -overnment of the United oiates considere that certain of ita
sctions vie-a~vis Jupan have been only counter-measures to policles and proce-
dures prejuaicial to smeriosn intereets und principles. 1 tha oller aand, the
Lovernment of Japan considers that its owu actions nave been dictuted b; consider-
a..ns reeponsive to hazards, circumstantial snd gol.itlcal. affecting tue
ns . donal suiriciency and protecti.n of Japan. .

i1 16 Quite cunceivabie that otk Lovernmentis are right.

Lith adrirsble modesty 01 mud, e vovernment of the United tutes
a5 sesmed, frequently, unaware that the worde of policy are welighted with the
{immense power of America's natural endowment and potential might. The Preeident
of the United Statea, and the Secretary of State, in their own unquestioning 4
adl.erence to the way of peaceful procadures, might find it difficult to be-
lieve that other nationals, anywhere, could oconeider themselves threatensd by
the Jaited tates.

Yet, so long as they lack that assuagement of possidble threat (so
convinclngly eliminated from South America by the good neighbor policy) there
will be some, geographically less well endowed and, by nature, poor in essen~

tial resourses, who will feel compelled to consider defensively their relations

with Lhe United tates.

Trana, 8-22-41 (2)

ARMY - SECRET
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SECRET
From: Washington (Nomura)
Tor Tokyo .
August 20, 1941
purple (English Plain Text)
4724
(Part 3 of 1)

It is not, therefore, surprising that temporary measures
taken by the Covermment of Japan for thas protection of its owm equit-
able and necessary supply of living commodities, snould te interpreted,
though never so intended nor operated, prefudicial to the procureasnt
by the United States of eszsentis) raw materisls,

Yqually, 4t is not surprising that, laskin, such guurantees
as are mentioned in the communication of August 17th, and in dsfault
of a consummated understanding with the United States, the foverm—unt
of Jepan felt compelled by current conditions to take certain measures
of prooa;utiomry defense,

Aocordingly, t;ne Government of Japan apprecistes that,
having indicated difficulties, the Government of the United - tates
now enoouragzes an exchan,a of tasic policies and attitudes as the
foundation of an understanding that will condition laatin; and exten-
sive peace in the Paoific area.

For such peace, the Govermment of Japan ia ready for such
a united &fort toward ~a peaceful settlement coverin; the entire

Pacific eituation- -the 7Jovermment of Japan would be proud to make

sacrifices.

21382 SECRET Trans. 8/22/41 (2)
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SECRET
7z
Yrom: Washington (Momurs)
Tos Tokye
August 20, 1841
Purple (Englieh Text)
T2 (T» be handled in governmant cede.) Part 4 of 7.

The governmsnt of Japen, with lively appreeiatiex,
endorses s ite own, without qualifiestiom, the cogemt “pregras
attainable by peassful msthodsa™. As outlined in the cemswnisation
of August 17, 1941, the pregram is euoch es has leng besn desired and
sought by Japan.

The government of Japan desires, for i{tself and all
others, the applicution in the untire Pacifis aree of the prineiple
of squality of oomsercial oppertumity and treatmenmt. The govera-
ment of Japen desires to make possible for iteslf and all eountries,
ecoens to raw materials and to all of her essential cemmodities.

The rovernmant of Jepan dssirec ecoperation by ell natiems of the
Paoific, on a voluntary and pesceful baels, for the utiliszetiom of
svailable rsmources of ompital, teshnical skillfull, and pregressive
escniomio leedership for the purpose of building up not omly their owm
but also the soonomy of regions where the produstive and distribu-
tive ospaoities cen be improved, in such menner that for the nations
and peoples ooncerned, .purqr.-ung power will be inoreased, living

stacdards raised and oconditione condusive to pesoce will be ereated.

ARMY SECRET  rTrecs. 8/22/60  (2)
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SECRET

From: Washington (Nomurs)
To: Tokyo
hugust 20, 1941
purplo (Emglish Text)
4124 i (Part 6 of 7)
(To be handled in Government Code)

If sush a progrem, bmeed upon pesceful and oenstructive
principles, is sdopled for the Pacifie and if, theroafter, suy of the
countries or sreas in the Facific were menacel, the Government of
Japan would cooperste with the other nations in exteuding assistance
to any nation so ihrclt-noc. The uoverament of Japan believes that
auch & program if fsithfully oarried out, with the consideratiou for
the relative conditions of the various nstions, woulé preclude the
extension, by any one country, of politicxl or military control to
attain economic rirht of a definively monopolxﬁtio er preferantial
character. In®those casea where the production and distribution of
essential commodities are vested in monopolies, it ie expeoted that the
Government of the Ynited tates will use its creat influsace to sec that
all okuntries are given fair and ;umranteed siwre of ihe distribution of
the preducts of such nonoyolios,'und at a feir price,

-oreover, tha uovermment of Japun rejects any intertion
of territorinl a . rancizement or exploitation of.other pooples. It
desirva the orderly esteblismment of eitective, respoasibls, indepuadont
sovereipaty in & united Unipa. It deaires the polliicll inviolability

of all cfaciiic nations.

_ SECRET Ire.s. 8/20/41 {¥)
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' SECRET ‘

Trem: Isauingten (Hewwra)
Tot Tokye
Augest 20, 1941.
Purple.
V724 . Te be handled in Uovermment Cods.
. (art t of 7;
he sovernment of Ja 4an 4oes not desirs, wlesa fereed therets W
political or eounomic sgiressing, thst the Fast isies region should be ewt
away from a world sonnomy of equitable and pesceful pr-eesses, but t.t does do-
sire trhut t e princiols of non—itacriminating should bte sperative and exer=
simed Lty other nat! nr, no lr:s than 'y Japan, for both eitiszenry snd eommeree.
The —overnment ¢’ Jxpan 'ae asu ht to avpress, in {ts internatiorsl precedures,
tha sultwral and stricai idesls of prage and harmony wiich &ro oart of Japanese
national oulnu_-c. Japan pariicipatad in the laagwe of Yations and conpareted
in various disaresrment c.nferengen. “ut rultiple avanfs o! world turwoll — of
diseriminstion — of boyoott and barriers —= of perwomal indignitises and attask,
sotivatad the .overnments, respo-sitle for the welfare of the Japaness people, te
tase certain scuntsr mesaures » ich Lhey would have prefsrred to avoid, Joms
nf thome measures, whether faction »r alliamee, were intarpreted as aggressive.
. overnment of Js,an hao no intention and no sllianse and no pol-
tey of sggressinn, The overnsmnt of Japan conceives {is pecple ss ~embers of
tre fard)y of natlins, eech of w om ought to live, and let 1.1vo, undar the

cowmnn Land of btrotreriovod and !ist toleranes.

ARMY SECRET Trans. ~2:-41 (2)
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SECRET

Froms Washington (Nomurs)

To1 Tokyo

August 20, 191

Purple (English Plain Text) Urgent

#724 (Part 7 of 7)

We consider that the natural oositlon and circumstances of
Japan and her people is not incomparable tc that of Britaing and the
deprivation of sconomic opportunity by boycouit and discrimination are
neasurss againet which, not less than against military attack, the
prescripts of national security and honor require resistance. Tt is
this policy of rseistance, extanded to armed conflict, that hac been
interpreted by some as aggressive.

But, the Coverrment of Japean prefers a policy of cooperation
and desires to sincerely rgapond to the.cordial, penetrsting proposals
of the President of the United States and Lhe Hecretar: of State by
the rapid conclusion of our informally negotiated, and almost co;nplot..d,
understanding. The meetin, of the responzible head of our resne>tive -
Governments would confirm and give such ssnction to our purposes that
peace in the Pacific would be insisted with the date of that meoting.

It is with great good will that the Covernment of Japan

Cd
anticipates the complote resumtion of tre historic friends:ip with the
United States.

ARMY SECRET Trans. 2/22/.1 (2)

79716 O—46—pt. 17T——22



2770 CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATION PEARL HARBOR ATTACK

From: Tokyo.

To rashington.
21 Au uct 1941
(Purple-CA)

g T

- « - -(Preamble and first couple of
lincs nissed).

- = =~ -in view of this request (the
suld Anbassador notifled me, ulso, on the 15th), I had the various
clircles coucerned muke investigations, I said. I wunt on to say
thet we wro tryin; to dispose of the matter in accordance with
tho desires oxpressed by thy United Stotes and thet I was certailn
thit 1 v0u:ld bo sblo to submit a reply to him at an early opportun-
ity.

Then, on condition ‘hat he keep it atriot-
ly confidential .nd "off the racord"” I tulked to him for over two
hours co.cernin; the .atter contsined in my r.essage #452%. I point-
ed out to him, in accordance with th: linus contalned in my preve-
ious r.ossa,ces, tu. ubsolut neceesity of displayln; ome real
statesma.iguip 1f “e sre to surmount tne crisis which now confronts
Uusg.

S50 saying, I stroagly urged thst the
proposed talks tuik: plece. I added thst sincs ho had worked so
tirelesr-ly durin . the pust nine ycars iu behelf of Jepanese-U.J.
frisendsiip, I ves countin; on hie services in the promotion of
these talks,

The above 1s for your inform.axtion,

*JD-1l: 4,380. “.b. lionmura is directed to f .el out th: attituds of
Uews OIT cluls on arru.gla a i.:otin between Pros. .lovsevelt
wnd . re 1or !rlnce .onoe for « friendly discuasion of steps thct
nay Lo LV Kon for co.aclusion: oi un "understanding' to guarantee
peuce in ti. Jueifllc, -

ID-1: (D) Navy Trans. 8-22-41 (3-TT)
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From: Washington.
o, Tokyo.
21 August 1941
(Purple~CA)
#725 *
According to reports along the lires of
those contained in my #722*, there are indicetions that the
Prassident himself 1s becoming seriously interestsd in particpating
in the resumption of %hs negotlstions to rovise Japanese-U.3. re-
lations., It is even sald that the latter half of the note which I
sent to you as my message ,708%*, was composed by the President
bhimself. I have ulso hcard that ho expects to have me haud our
reply to that note directly to him. For these reeso..s, I buvliuve
that 1t .would be well if we omitted ull of the involved znd con=
pliceted points in the composition of our re ly cnd insteud .ave
it in the most simple and direct phraseology &s possible. In my
opinion, I think it would be to cur interest 1f we omitted ex-
pressiona like "continuance of encirclement®™ as i1t enpears in sec-
tion three of ny niessage ,724***. Other corrections which: I would
make would include the chenging of the hrase "of dlscrimination,
of boycott, and barriers, of personal lntogrities und uttack™ as
it uppeasrs in section 18, to, siwuply, "circumstances in thc recent
pact”. I also feel thut it is essential that we point out the N
fact that we place much erphasis on the poirt conc rnin the uarane
teein,; of the safety of the'Far .ast,.

-

*JD-1: 4695. Nomura reports tie LIstL of u conversstion wit:i u
Cablinut rembor lu wiich nw ie tola of lrusident .cooscvelt's
interest in tLe proposed coafsrence (with ronoys) and of .is
{thio Crbinet r.em er's} hore for its success.

*¥To=1: L6Y6. Texti of mworandu  Lauded . D. woMura by Lae Prosident.

D] L735. Text of b, domura’s {(oropogeu) roply to cue -resident's
note. -

:" d"_’,:_}

ID-1: (D) Navy isrucs. 8=25-41 (2)
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From: Tokyo.

To s Washington.

23 August 1941 3
(Purple-CA)

#4L95
(Striotly Confidential)

Agcording to newspaper reports, it is
alleged that a British-U.S.-Soviet confersnoce will be held early
in Septe ber, This ocomes at the same time as the reports that
the United Stutes is shipping goods to aid the Soviet Union, whioh
im many respects confirms the already existing rumors of "en-
circlement™, Under these oiroumstances, if the proposed talks
between thu leaders of Japan end the Unlited States comes subse-
cguent to the above referred to tripartite conference, tho general
impression would be that Japan hed given in in the face of the
tareat of "encirclement”,

We are, therefore, doing everything
in our power to rush our reply to the United States and at the
samne time to bring about the "leaders conference” at an earlisr date.
Under these oircumetances, will you please exert as much effort as
posaible to accomplish this. At the game time will you please
o draw tho United Stutes' attention again to tho natter ocontained
in the last part of ny mossage :487.%

*JID=1: 4694, Tokyo's lntentions regarding he. nortnern polloy

sre outlined to A b, liomura for his infor:.tion, with the reiuest
that snould the U.o. uustion the inorease of Ja; troope in the
liorth, it should be oxpluined a8 a preczutionary measure tuken

to offset dongers ti. t 1d nt arise frou a Soviet defsat and sub~
segu>nt politicul confusion in Justern Russia, :Also, tnst should
the <.o. ship vit. i zatorials to ru.sia via Japanese coastal waters,
it would provoke tin+ feelinygs uf the Japuneee people and have

an unfavoratle offect on the question of readjusting U.5.-Japansse
relutions.

JD-1: (D) Navy Truna. 8-25-41 (S-TT)
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From: Washington.
o Tokyo.

23 August 1941
(Purple-CA)

#739 i

I called on Secretsry Hull agaln at
5 o'clock this (Saturday) afternoon, and in acoordance with the
contents of your message #L95 (?)*, reported that Japan was pre-
pared to make an early reply end &t the same time to hold the "lead-
or's conference” at sn earlier deatv then previously proposed. As.
you instructed, I requested that the ! oscow conference be de-
layed and the proposed material ald to the Soviet Unlon be with-
held for the time being.

The Secretary nade no commcnt with re-
gard to the first part. With regard to the second portion of my
stastoment, he again - ae he did this morning - pointed to the
Japsnase-U.5.3.R. Neutrality Pact.

He 4id assure v, however, thut my
statemcnt would be relayed to the President. ./According to re-~
POrts = = = = = = = = « - - .- =the Presideat hus mede lunculries
a8 to whether Japan's reply h«d ar ived or not, In wuy oplslon,
the President is the one who shows the most interest in the
"leader's conference”.,

*ID=-1: 4,769. Tokyo wires iashin ton th t cvery effort is belng
made to rush 8 reply to the President's note, eto,, etc.

- JD=-1: (D) Kevy “‘rans. 8-26-41 (2)
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From: Jashia, ton.
o 4 Tokyo.

25 August 1941
{;urple)

Unaumbeored

To Chief of Telesraph .action, froa
Iguchi®.,

»e sre oxpecting your reply councerning
revisions in U.J.-Japunese rolutions within e very few days.
vwill you plsase insert the onu word "JANURAA"™ in plain langunge
at the beginning of thutl messe;e whex it 1s disputched su tlnut
we moy decode it without losu of time.

Sadec Ipuchi - Counselor.

2158,

JD-1: : (D) Nevy Irans. 8-23-41 (1) 3’
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SECRET

From: Tokye

Tos washington
August 26, 1941

Purple CA (Very Urgent)

- #501

Re your #707" and 708",

This is & matter of great gravity and the Premler is sager
concerning thess conversations. Therefore, I am wiring you uadsr
this date, messaye #502 containing a messagse fruxm the Premier to the
Pregident and in 503 the reply of the Imparial Lovermment, (in whish
gonnection zec also 75C4.)

+111 you please o ana report them immadiately to both the:

Presiaent and the Secretar; of otate.

8 -~ For 707 see 5.I.5. ¥2122¢ snd for v708 see S.I.S. ¥21324 &4 ¥21339
w ic' cre the bocls of “m) notes hasd '

8d AzZLHUSIRAOT AGLUrR by
President Roosevelt.

SECRET Trus. n/260 [ )

2775
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ARMY

SECRET

troms Tokyo

Tos wehinzton

Au~ust 2¢, 1v4l

Furple (Very vrieat)

% 502 (Part 1 of 2) (To de handled in Covermment Code)

I am very muoh ploused to learn {rom the dooument which
you hended to Ambassador NOMURA on Aurust 17 that you are in sgresmsnt
with the idea ocontained ium our proposal regarding holding s meeting
between vou and me.

Today, when the whole world is in oonfusion, for the two
oountries of Jacan and ths United States, who hold the key ‘to world
pesce, to drift ms we are drifting toward the worst of relations, not
orly is sn unfortunate thing in itself but also means the downfall of
world oivilizetion, The reason for Japan being so oonoerned c;nr the
question of pesce in the Pacific lies in no other than her desire not
only to improve the relations bLetween Japan and the United States, but
also to contribute to the realization of world peeoe througn the oppor- '
tunity which suoh improved relations would afford.

It seems to me the reason that Japanese- merican relations
have oome to be 80 bad st they are today is to be found largely in .ﬂu
fact that the povernmente of the two countries have been lecking in
rutual understanding and have repeatedly doubted and misoonstrued each
_othor'- intentions. It seems also to have been due Lo mschinmtione on
thé part of third-power countries, Unless we begin with the elimination
of suh ceuses, we cannot by any means hops that the relations between
the two rountries oould be adjusted. Ilerein lies the resson for xmy pro-

posin,: Lhet | meet you face to face for the purpose of frankly exochanging

our views,

) SECRET

Trans, 8/26/41 (%)
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SECRET
Froms Tokyo
To1 “ashington
August 26, 1941
Purples (Vory Urgent)
¥ 502 (Part 2 of 2)

howwvur, tie method upon wiloh we have hitherto been replying;
namely, the method of informal negotiations, which was disrupted in July——
though it may have been, on the whole, appropriate in consideration of
the attitude then taken and of tle matters discussed-—even 1if continued
from now on with & view of having the leaders of the two yovermsents
later yiving recognition to the matters discussed, is not a suitable
me t7;0d under the present circumstances in wnich rapid changes are taking
place and the poesibllity of an unfortunate oond.it.ion arising is unfora-
seeable. I believe the need of the moment is for the leaders of the
two countrie® to meet face to face and to discuss whether there is any
possibility of savin' the present situation by studying together with
a4 proper parspective the important quesstions which affect tne whole area
of the Pacific Ocean l;/in’' beiweesn the two countries, and to do this with-
out being bouni by the customary method of negotiations. It would be all
right to have tre Jotails settled by those officialx specialising in such
satters accordin; as the necessity arises after the leaders heave con-
ferrea on them.

This is tie ides underlying my proposal. It is my sarnest
wiash trat you would accept thie proposal in an understanding spirit and

reciprocate. The eituation Lein; such as explained above, I am eagerly

Page e

SECRET
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SECRET

waiting for the day of our meeting. As to the place of the mee
~ belleve trat, in veiw of various circumstances, it would be bee

it were somawhers in the vicinity of Hawail.
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SECRET

Frem: Tekye
Tos Tashingten
August 25, 194}
Purple (CA)
#6089 (m'l of 3)
a
e my »803 .

.

(A) For oocuvsnience's sake, in exchanging messages in
the future on this questicn, please insert the paragraph numbers
in the order used in the caption telegraa.

1. (The seetion beginning "The Lsovermment of the Lnited
States” and repeating the content of recently received doouments)

2. {(The sestion beginning “The Government of Japen
cannot help but feel deeply regrettable that despite Japan's past
pledges, eto.")

8. U(The section bo;u;nnins "The steps whioch Japan has
taken for the joint defense of irench indo=China, eto.") i

4, (The secticn beginning "The vovernment of the United
tates has gone on record as havins said that, etc.”)

6, (The seoticn berinning "“The Imperial Jupanese uov-
ermment believes thal the Govermment of the United .tates conaiders,
stc.")

6. (The seotion bepinning "I 'bol jeve that the opinions
of the lmperisl Coverrment as sot forth above, etc.”)

(B} 1he following sre oxplanations of the points iz the
caption telegran whioh need special sttentions
{1) vur opinions re;arding this question were set
forth briefly in reasponse tc those views which the United .tates

uovernment froely submitted with the recuesi that we do likewise,

AR steat
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SECRET

Yo mede our views clear, believing that by so doing we might fimd
in dus time points upon whish the two parties can egres in a friendly
spirit and that beeause of this the mseting of the leaders ef the

two coumtries would prove to be sffestive.

& =~ S.1.8., Nos, 21474=80 whioch give Japan's viewpeimbe with regard
to Amsrican~Japanese nogotiatiens,

ARMY SECRET

“rans. 8/28/41 (v)
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SECRLI

rrom:  Tokyo

o ashington

Aucuet 23, 1.1

sturple (LA)

. 909 (Part 2 of 3)

(2) 1ith regara tov .ar. 3H, "should a just peace be
estadlished in the ‘ar .ast." This means, for exunyle, when the
Ci'TARUY rejime has vocome rerely & local re;irme es a resclt of the
closing of routes used to sid tLliat regime; when Japancse~Chinese
relations have, on the whole, wotuaily retur:wd Lo normaley; «nd
when it is possidble to seoure eofficiently and justly rwtierials
from French lndo-.hina, dJdapen will ve willing ic connida} withe-
drawing her troops even it & complote seitlement of the  hina in-
cident has not “een achieved. In other worde, it was a statenent
nade becsuse of the depire to ullow as much flexibility as poszible
when the conversstiona are to be besun,

(3) %ith regard to Part 5? (A}s "ees which will be
appliceble to the whole world, eto." was insertod cut of oonsiders~
tion of the faoct that if tho principlern snd cdesires erpreseed by
the other side are anplied marely within the /eo0ifioc area, we would
suffor verious restrictioss within the Last /isia sphere of ;:o-
prosperity in whioh we Lope to establish & now or-der, while the
inited . tates, or the other hsad, would not be bound by any rledge
with regard to hor relations with her acdjmocent areas, tiree this
would resilt in an arran;ement which would be onc-zicded insofar as
it effects Japan, 1 thousht that the principle choulc Lo sued as
uay be spplied to the entire world.

a - The parts referred to do not corresponc to psrts in the trans-

latec measa;e; (srt 3 wentioned adovs sorresponds to Part ©-in
t!e tranelated ressaje, and Part 6 to yart ¢,

R s - SECRET

Trans. 8/28/41 (8)

2791
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SECRET

From: Tokye

Te: Washington
August 28, 1941
Purple (CA)

#8090 (Part 8 of S.)

(B) With regerd to that seotien in which it {e steted that
oountries enjoying favorable oonditions or having advantages over
other countries should aseume an attitude of striot impartiality
with regard to cooperation mnd to the dietribution of suoh advanteges,
we wish to point out the logiocal reesons for cooperstion in the appli=-
cation of leadsrship te the end of bringing about steps for an
equitable dxatrabution of resouroces by thoes sountriesz who are ad-
vantagsously situated, and the paseage has to do with the propoesl
by the United States with refersnce to equality ef economic opportunity
and treatment, In other words, it hinte the idea that it is natural
that Jeapan should sseume pesceful economio leadership within the Last
Asie Sphere of Co-prosperity.

(C) As to the warde to ths effeot that it is naturel and
egeential that adjuetments should be mads in & spirit of reoiprooity
in relation to the areas adjacent, eto., the p‘!.&él clarifiee the
faot that Japan is inevitably, as well es naturally, endeavoring to
bring about peage on the basis of the prinoiple of equality in her
relation with Manohukuo and China; that is to say, on the basis of
the prinoiple of good neighborlinass to the end of astabliehing the

Last Asia Sphere of Co-prosperity. It aleo goes to show that the

Pags 1.

ARMY : SECRET
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SECRET

poliocy of adjacent oountries each raspectin, the conditions peculiar
to the other, is riot a policy, ss the [nited tates allepes it to
be, of seouring a position superior to the othors. This has many
points in common with the Ameriosn .‘onroe poliasy.

The passaza in whioh appear the words "{irst of all .at{.fy%nr
the requirements sssential to the sxistence of a country" came from Lhe
ides of eo-cmlled (joiat defense ?) which the inlted tutes uover..ment
referred to. lhis pazamze war ~iven with the idea alzo of a joint
dafense in China in our mind,

In other worés, (Aj, \v) and \.) were urou, ht out as a
precaution aralnat the pcselbility of our belng too narrowly restricted
whea the discuesion takes place oonoeruing tnc method Ly wuic. the

raet Asie  pnere of vo-proaperi’y shoulc be established,
P ¥

SEERET  temnes 8/28/41 ({)
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SECRET

From: Washington (Nomura)
Tot Tokyo

August 28, 1941
purple Ci (Very Urgent)
4152 (Part 1 of 2)°
Re my 08", :
Today, the 20th, at 11100 a.n. in accordance ﬂth\your

» instructione, I had an interview with the Preeident (the Secretary
of State was present.) I gave him at that time your message as
well as the Inglish text of your lSOJb. ¥hile the President was
readini the mesrage he .mttarmgly commended it. Raving read
it thoroughly, in discussing the point having to do with die-
crimination he emilingly and cynically eaid, *Though I am looking
forward to conversations with Prince XONOYE, I wonder whether
invasion of Thailland can bs expected during those conversations
Just as an invasion of French-Indo Chins occurred during Socretary
HULL'S conversations with your Excellency.* However, I could see
that he was well pleased. He continued by saying, "I am looking
forward to having approximately three days talk with Prince KONOYE.
The main thin, that I am interested in is the saving of time. Hawaii
is out of the quostion for according to the conatitution the President
must sign bills passed through the Houses of Congress within ten

days and | cannot have the Vice-president do it for me."

a - Not available.

b = $.I.5.421h7L~80 inclusive, English text message containing
statement to Le mudd to Roosevelt,

Trans. 8/30/41 (2)
ARMY SECREI
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SECRET

sro asninzton (Namurn)
903 Tokyo
Ad ust L8, 1y4l
urple (Ca)
7852 (imre 2 of Z)n

¢ (xplained that in ~his respect it is dirferent with
tié Jupsiwse .overrment ip that the Japanesc .overnment could appoint
an scting miniater and added that if it is ;oinc to be in Juneau,
it would take three days to .esttle, and the round trip from that
point on beins ten cdays, if we had fourtven days in all, we would
be able to Jo it, bdut it would be impoasible if 4t is going to be
in Hawaii, einou it would tmke three woeks. I, tierefore, told
him that ineofur as the J:panese -overmont is ooncerned, their
crdef objeot is to holu a conferunce, and question of the place
o1 tho gonferonce is seconcary. I promised that I would communi-
cate the detuils to ‘he jovermaent. 1 then said that we would
like to have tnv onrlloa't. pessible date sot, wherouvon the Fresi-
dent replied that lie Jid not object Yo having an early date ret,
sut he ¢ia aol ive the bmmediate reply ae to when.

The aresident aicdod aleo that the recent neeting with
BIL«CHILL wae Lo heve taken place in ~-~~= this yo'ar but hed been
postponed on wocount of the lalkan Var and that the meeting was
neld af+er the Conjress hac approved of it. The conversation

setween the Iresident and me vas as yiven above., Thess conversa-

tions will be continued.

a - Yart 1 of 2 not availadble.

ARMY SECRE i

Trane. 8/:9/4y (1)
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SLCRET

irrom: eshin ton (homure)
Toq Tokyo
ugust 28, 1641
surple (CA)
. 763
«

e my ;752 .

Ciace the time for the interview was announced by the
white liouse, Lhe .eoretary of Ltate immediately made public
oricfly Jbhe fact that 7 had dellvered to him af ter the conf
iremior /UNUYL's message to the rrosident, which was diuw
b us. It wme asreed that no reference should Le made to the

content of the nmessage, i %

& ~ ;art 2 of 2 svalledle, uveing translated.
!
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From: Tokyo.

To : washingston.

29 August 1941 :
(Purple-CA) :

#510

As you have been advised by other
mepsages concernin- this ratter, no inforuntion of the "leaders'
conference™ snould be allowed to leuk out until it is definitely
settled upon. You snould be perfectly well aware that such leaks
nay r.ske it impossible to get some things done which otherwlse
would be well witain tnu rcealm of possaibility.

On the 238tn, however, the Lomeil and other
press dispatches, report ti.t 1n un interview to the press you
made referec.ces Lo rrenier Xonoye's message. (.e@ suppressed those
dispolcnes here). aercafter vwill you plouse refraln from making
any . swtlon of tals uatll you have communicuted with this office.

) : Adtonough: we were able to 3uppress the
abovec ..antloncd disputches, in view of thce cnannel tarough which

ey nrrived, .we are of tho oplanlon that a Cairly large .roup of
reunle are nov awere of tuco uewe, w8 are ut present flipuring out
ways oud nouas of nusin, tae vest of tiwe situstion. In tie msan-
tiine, will you tuko every precsution ajuinst any 1 .akuye of the
conutonts ¢ Lus L.0u8Bugd.

JD-1 (D) Lavy lreas. ¢=30-41 (S-TT)

4364
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From: Tokyo.

o ¢ Washin;ton.
29 August 1941
(Purple-CA)

#511
Regarding my meesage ;510%

In view of our domeostlc situation and the
dolicate internstional citustion, we hed intended to kiyep this net-
ter a strioct secret for the tii.e being. llowever, now thit the
motter has been made public in your ares, wse fear th.t there will
be further misunderstanding if we should sttei.pt to suppress or
censor the news .ere. Being of the opinion ta t it would be best
to publicly announce the contents of section 2 of paragraph 5 of the
separete messagy, we did so at 2:30 p.m. on the 2%th.

It should be superfluous to mmntion that
bocause we must tuku into consideration our relstions with Geri.eny
end Italy, and in view of tho exceedinzly complex doriestic situation,
there is . uch danger th:t the projcct will fail if inform:tion is.
allowed to leak out before s settlement is reached. Bear this in
nind und tok. every pracantion to puard against 1:sks. You should
coatuct your noegotiastions, aa they were boing conducted‘during your
unofficial t'alks, in zuch 8 manrper 80 as Lo wvold attractin; any
attension. (.e do not feel taut tho coatents of ti: discussion
on he 27th should be nmade puclic at this tlie). wereafter, will
you plesse get in toch before you riake any public staterents. e
realize, of courso, uLi:t you may let an opportunity slip by by this
delay, -ut pluvase look upon s.c2 an occurrence us buin: unuvoidable
under tle present circun.stances.

'ith regard to th: loc-tion st which the
"} .aders' confarence” should tuk: place, woe ::ntion:d i.awail after
.1vin,, co s deratioa to our di nity &1 wlsc p:causo early in the
discussions t.u .nited St:tes suested :lawail.

o do not 1asist upor lLiawsii, but if 1t
is not to %Huk® placo t..oro, ve feel th we zhould wsvold selecting
o ;luco wilch 13 ¢ sart of eitaer wition, but select v spot on the
hi .. seas. l_ase Jdlscus.: this ~attor ulon, t..0ose liucs.

.ith regard to nuintonance of security,
in viaw vl %he tter cont. ' ned in rour i.2ssage ,754*%, will you

pl @86 re uist Lo sedceuns Lo ccoporate fully. (You are aware
thet our 2ul tioas vith verieny .ad Ituly sty e unfavorsbly

affocted o a.,ouice.cnts .ude in tihc Unitod otutes. It 1is uite
vogisl 1o L.t the United .t..tes  roposed tu t tag -..nouncement be
2n:de to estruag,e Jo.ul from Ger any ..1d Itals. . exnoct to nhave
j Jo-1: : (continued) (J) Nevy Treas. 3=30-41 (S=-T7T)
o A '
1458 4
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X xuoyx
et 1l-ast thls nuc. cooperztion froa them).

with regard to ihe snnouncement ..cde by
us vnich was mentioned early in Lhls ressage, we felt tazt time
was of the utmost imnort.ace; we coulid ..ot co..gult tus L.ue. 2iot.
Fl>use explain this to then,

 epe1: | 4868

BN0Y nvallazlie,

215647

JD=-1: (D) Nevy Trens. 8-30-41 (3-TT)
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™ Wl Lone \
s | ~u</0.

Qe et 1941
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